
 

 

 

The Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother share hope  
through teaching, helping and healing. We are skilled teachers,  
compassionate caregivers, attentive counselors, caring friends and gentle companions to those in need—the sick, 
the poor, the old, the young and those in crisis. Through prayer and work, we bring fuller life to others.  

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 
 Rural Health:We have been working with 16 communities in Rural  
Health. This year many of the people in the countryside have  
Chincagunya fever; this number includes 3 of our office staff, all of  
our preschool teachers, and many of our health facilitators. It is said  
to come from a mosquito, but seems to affect whole families. 
 
Youth Group Activities:The youth in Santiago worked to get T-shirts for the big church  
festival. It was a 9-day affair; the youth had one day. For it they decorated, put on plays  
and music, and were responsible for the evening Mass.  
 
Preschools: In 1992, SSM Foundation began a program of initial education by means of  
preschools in 27 rural communities in the Northwest Frontier. We did it either by utilizing 
|a common meeting place or the teachers’ homes. Through the course of years the 
buildings have been deteriorating. Beginning in 2012, the SSM Foundation has been 
investing in improving the edifices. Thanks to your contributions, we have been able to 
continue to improve the quality of life of these children. Since 1992, we have graduated 
10,470 children in Initial Education. We hope these photographs of the children and 
centers transmit to you their joy, tranquility, and peace. They are the best ambassadors 
of gratitudeand prayer for their benefactors. 
 —Submitted by Sr. Bernadette Marie Palma and Sr. Arabia Jaramillo 
  
Special Gift for Melvin Polanco: The slogan of SSM Foundation, which  reads “Together we  
can do more,” applies well in the case of Melvin, age 21, who injured his back in an accident 
and is unable to walk. Melvin lives in Hoyo de Bartola, a very poor neighborhood on the banks 
of Rio Gurabo. He is one of many who receive a monthly food package through the Food for 
 the Poor Project, which is sponsored by theFoundation.Melvin’s need for a wheelchair was 
resolved by Sisters Sylvia and Bernie. Sr. Sylvia obtained a wheelchair through John Fuller, 
Administrator of SSM Franciscan Courts. Sr. Bernie returned from the U.S. with this special 
gift as part of her luggage. Imagine the surprise and joy of Melvin, now knowing that he can 
get around and have a fuller life.                              
 —Submitted by Sr. Corita Ortiz 
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BRAZIL 
 Golden Celebration:January 30-February 1, a Thank
 50 years of SSM presence in Brazil. The General Council from Rome, the U.S./
Caribbean Provincial Council, the Regional Council from Germany and Austria, 
representatives from our SSM International Finance Office, and several Sis
had been missioned in Brazil over those years joined the local Sisters in jubilation. 
Friends of the Sisters, locals, and people who benefitted from the Sisters’ work joined
in the celebration. Some of the people gave testimonies about the Sister
and ministry. On February 2, Archbishop Washington Cruz concelebrated a Mass of
Thanksgiving with a number of priests. After the Mass, a luncheon was held for friends,
benefactors, seminarians, and employees at which time the Sisters were honor
religious vocations encouraged. 
 
Goiânia: The SSMs have two programs in East 
one for children up to six years old, and one for children 7
is to strengthen family and social ties through
which encourage responsible citizenship and good health hygiene. Where there is the
presence of drugs, alcoholism, and prostitution, child labor and domestic abuse are
quite common. Our project, called WORKING 
the family and social links to prevent exclusion and alienation. The program  includes
community gardening, cooking, and nutritional improvement. For the youth who attend, 
topics such as family relationships, dating, tech
growth and development is monitored through P
have PROJECT BROTHERHOOD which has a total of 150 participants from age 2
through adulthood. Activities are varied based on the interests and 
participants. Included are things such as painting, games, clay modeling, theater,
music, dance, and sewing. 
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February 1, a Thanksgiving Triduum celebrate 
50 years of SSM presence in Brazil. The General Council from Rome, the U.S./ 

Caribbean Provincial Council, the Regional Council from Germany and Austria,  
representatives from our SSM International Finance Office, and several Sisters who 
had been missioned in Brazil over those years joined the local Sisters in jubilation.  
Friends of the Sisters, locals, and people who benefitted from the Sisters’ work joined 
in the celebration. Some of the people gave testimonies about the Sisters’ presence 
and ministry. On February 2, Archbishop Washington Cruz concelebrated a Mass of 
Thanksgiving with a number of priests. After the Mass, a luncheon was held for friends, 
benefactors, seminarians, and employees at which time the Sisters were honored and 

The SSMs have two programs in East Goiânia which service 378 children: 
one for children up to six years old, and one for children 7-14 years old. Our objective 
is to strengthen family and social ties through physical, emotional, and social activities 
which encourage responsible citizenship and good health hygiene. Where there is the 
presence of drugs, alcoholism, and prostitution, child labor and domestic abuse are 
quite common. Our project, called WORKING WITH CHILDREN, aims to strengthen 
the family and social links to prevent exclusion and alienation. The program  includes 
community gardening, cooking, and nutritional improvement. For the youth who attend,  
topics such as family relationships, dating, technical and skill development. Student 
growth and development is monitored through PTA MEETINGS. Every Saturday, we 
have PROJECT BROTHERHOOD which has a total of 150 participants from age 2 
through adulthood. Activities are varied based on the interests and needs of the 
participants. Included are things such as painting, games, clay modeling, theater, 

Nova Xavatina: For 200 Xavante Indians, who live in three villages close to town, 
we offer the opportunity for interaction and mutual acceptance between cultures. 
Students and teachers of the Billy Gaucho School help facilitate these activities, 
which are directed toward good hygiene, drug and alcohol prevention, 
manufacturing shampoo and soap, alternative medicine, food, clothing and school 
supply donations. Once a month, a bazaar is held so the poor can purchase 
necessary items at bargain prices. Any profits from are used to help pay 
activities. The Billy Gaucho School has about 450 children, adolescents and adults 
who come for various classes. Students pay tuition; however, some scholarships 
are available with the help of both national and international donors for some 
students who are unable to pay tuition. The school has a library, a computer lab, 
and some research capacity.                                                 
—Submitted by Sr. Helena Alves de Jesus 
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Indians, who live in three villages close to town, 
we offer the opportunity for interaction and mutual acceptance between cultures. 
Students and teachers of the Billy Gaucho School help facilitate these activities, 
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TANZANIA 
Education:  When it comes to education in this mission land, the opportunities are as 
many and as broad as the horizon of the savanna we live on. As we live in community in 
their midst, our educational efforts include pastoral groups, occupational training, faith 
growth and development, and health and wellness classes. Every day we too are pushed 
beyond our own cultures, languages, and habits to learn something new while opening 
ourselves up to the common good. For the past eight years, we have expanded our 
efforts to provide schooling for the children. Within a radius of 15 kilometers, we have 
established five kindergartens with about 40 children in each. This was made possible 
with the diligent work of our local people and the financial help of our benefactors.  
 
Sr. Alessandra also coordinates efforts with the students and young workers of our 
diocese, which consists of 21 parishes and 85 high schools. Trying to reach thousands of 
young people is like surfing the mighty ocean of need. We have developed seminars that 
include the education, health, and developmental needs of these young people. Not 
knowing if we were reaching as many as we should, we designed a program of education 
and evangelization to train young leaders who would in turn train other young people. 
  

 

 

Healthcare: During the past fiscal year we have treated 3,600 in our 
little clinic.  We treat about 35 people daily who come from the various 
villages in our parish, as well as from surrounding parishes. Most of 
our patients are infants and children who often have fever, diarrhea, 
cough, and symptoms of our common diseases such as malaria, 
internal infections, respiratory diseases, and skin infections. Their 
fevers often put them at risk for dehydration and brain fatigue. We 
have been able to gradually increase our medical equipment, which 
now includes a lab for blood analysis, an electron microscope, 
electrocardiograms, and ultrasounds. Clinic staff include Sr. Cinzia 
who is a doctor from Italy, Sr. Nguyen who is a nurse from Tanzania-
Rwanda, and Novice Edda, a nurse aide. 
 

 

 

 



 

GRENADA 
Update: On the 27th of September, the 
Sisters, faculty, and students of St. Rose 
Modern Secondary School suffered a great 
loss when Sr. DeLourdes Lopez died 
unexpectedly. Because they are still 
grieving, it is difficult for them to talk about 
their dreams.  An overview of some of the 
happenings at St. Rose School, a Catholic  
institution established by the Sisters of the 
Sorrowful Mother that has been providing 
holistic education for students for nearly 50 
years, includes: 
• Students in grade eleven took a food and 

nutrition external exam. Each student’s 
work was graded by an examiner.  

• Many classes are taught at St. Rose 
including traditional 
education, vocational education, 
leadership, religion, ethics,  
music and sports 

• Graduation from St. Rose gives the 
children in Grenada a  
better opportunity to be prepared to 
obtain employment and  
contribute to a healthy economy. 

—Submitted by Sr. Marlyn James 

 

 


